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Rev 22:17... And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely.

John must have written these verses with the
image of the wedding in his mind. What wedding?
The wedding of Christ and His church [bride]. The
groom is willing, and as was customary in ancient
Israel, the price has been paid. Is the bride
willing? It has cost her nothing. All the expense
has been borne by the groom.

This invitation is open to those who hear.
The Scriptures say that no one comes to the groom
except the Father draws him. This means that we
must be open and receptive to the voice of the
Holy Spirit when we are called. We must be
willing to hear and heed that calling.

The invitation also has another stipulation.
We must be “thirsty’. To be thirsty means there
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is a need in our life and we are looking for that
which will satisfy the need. We must have a way
of forgiveness for sins. We must be thirsty for
the “LIVING WATER” that only the Master can
supply.

God cannot ignore sin; He must judge it. In
His mercy though, He provided a way for man and
woman to be forgiven and cleansed that they may
one day stand in His presence. The cost of this
wedding was His Son. Christ came to earth as a
man almost 2000 years ago to live a perfect life
and die on a cross as the payment required: “For
the wages of sin is death’.

In order for mankind to receive the gift of
salvation offered freely in Christ, he must first
“hear” and establish a personal relationship with
Him. He must also recognize that “thirst” in his
life and take of the “living’ water freely.

Do you hear God calling you? Are you thirsty?
Then come as John invited.
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FACE TO FACE
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Love hurts!

I just finished reading a little article that
speaks to the issue of how we view our fathers at
different stages of our lives. From “My Daddy can
do anything” at age four to “1 wish 1 could talk
it over with Dad once more” at sixty. How our
views change. 1 understand more each day the old
expression “My parents get smarter as | get
older”.

As Father’s Day approaches for another year,

I can not help but think of the times | had with
my Dad before the stroke took him from us.

Working in the garage. Deer hunting. [l don’t
think he ever left the campfire, but he enjoyed
the time with us]. Family outings [11 children
with spouses and grandchildren]. Lifetimes are

regrets for those things we did not do. Spend
more time together. Have more quiet one on one
talks. Say 1 love you.

There is a time in the future when 1 shall
see my father again. But as much as 1 want to see
him, there is another Father that my heart longs
to see. My Dad gave me earthly life but this
Father gave me eternal life. What my earthly
father could never do for me, my Heavenly Father
did. He saved me forever. Not because of anything
I did, but because He loves me. This meeting has
been promised. How blessed to see both of them in
one place.

1 Cor 13:12: For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now 1 know in
part; but then shall I know even as also I am

filled with the little memories that make up who known .
we are. But even with the memories, there are the
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Rev 14:12... Here is the patience of the

saints; here are those who keep the

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

Here in the waning verses of God’s word, we
see a challenge to all of us: To keep the
commandments of God. We have been entrusted with
them. We are expected to still have them with us
when God calls us home.

In every aspect of our lives, it is God who
has given us everything. God gives us grace, His
unmerited favor; His everlasting protection; His
unchanging love.

Christ gives us faith. It is His faith, not
jJjust faith in Him, and we must hold it dear in
our hearts and protect it always. “By GRACE are
you SAVED through FAITH”.

IT
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Seven times He spoke from the cross. Each
occasion was a message in itself carrying either
jJoy or sorrow as the Master hung suspended
between heaven and earth.

Just as a small child will hang on to a toy
or a piece of candy, we must hang on to the
grace, faith and commandments of God. There is a
particular type of monkey in Africa who will
stick its hands through a net to get to the fruit
inside. Once they have the fruit in their hand,
they can not bring their hand back through the
net. They will absolutely not turn loose of the
fruit, therefore they are trapped and become easy
prey to those wishing to capture them.

We must hang on and persevere to the end with
those things entrusted to us by our God. Like the
monkey, | hope to be hanging on to the fruit
[grace, faith, commandments] when God comes to
collect me from the net.
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“1t is finished...” , His final words,
reminds us that this is one of the darkest days
in history. Good Friday has always been the
epitome of sadness and suffering. A day to dwell



on the death of Christ the Savior while reserving
the joy for the Easter Resurrection. In our mind,
we think of these words being whispered since our
Lord is near the time of death and total
exhaustion. The final gasp of a man in great
pain.

But... !ll it was not a whisper. It was more
of a shout of joy per the original manuscripts.
“COMPLETED” . My task is complete, and it has been
done well!

We should identify with the joy of the Lord’s
words. A job which had taken 33 earthly years to
complete. To pay the debt of sin. To redeem
mankind from the clutches of Satan. Through pain;
deserted by His closest friends; through doubting
and betrayals. And most of all, the people He had
come to save rejected Him.

A joy similar to a woman who goes through
pregnancy and finally delivers. She goes through
nine months of preparation, knowing that the
final delivery will not be without pain. The
reward though would be worth the effort. The few
hours of labor that saps physical strength, using
every ounce of energy, and finally the strain and
eventual release. Joy fills the soul as the
baby”’s cry echos through the delivery room. It
signals life! In that moment, suffering and pain
are blotted out. The job is finished, and it is
finished well. The child is alive!

How much more must have been the joy of
Christ when at that moment, He knew His labor on
earth was not in vain, but FINISHED and because
of it, all mankind would forever have life.

Memories of Mother

Author:

She carried me under her heart and loved me
before 1 was born. She took God’s hand and walked
me through the “valley of the shadows” that 1
might live.

She bathed me when I was helpless, clothed me
when I was naked, fed me when I was hungry,
rocked me to sleep when | was weary, and sang to
me with the voice of an Angel.

She held my hand when 1 learned to walk,
suffered with my sorrow, laughed with my joy,
glowed with my triumph and while I knelt at her
side, she taught me to pray.

She was a loyal friend when others failed.
Through all the days of my youth, she gave me

Unknown

strength for my weakness, courage for my despair,
and hope for my hopeless heart.

She prayed for me whether the days were
flooded with sunshine or saddened by shadows.

I can never repay the debt I owe my Mother.
Friends, | have said it before and 1’1l say it
again. Next to the love of Jesus Christ, there is
no love like a mother’s love.

Be sure you remember your mother on her
special day, and if she has gone on to her
Heavenly reward, then be thankful for the life
she lived.

HAPPY MOTHER”S DAY

MOTHER®"S DAY - 2000
Bill Griffin
5/14/2000

As far as | can remember, 1 have never been
apart from Sarah on Mother®s Day in all of our
351/2 years of marriage. 1 can tell you now that
I don"t want to be apart for another one. Words
can not express the feelings and the love I have
for this lady who is the Mother of my two sons.
She is also the Mother of two whom God did not
allow us to hold and to nurture. There is
something in a Mother though that does not allow
any forgetting. I know this because even though
it was over thirty years ago, sometimes | see the
longing look in her eyes and we talk about the
time one day when we will get to see them for the
first time.

No one can know what our lives would have
been like if the first two babies had been born
into this world alive. Would we have ceased
because we had planned for two children and that
would have made our two? Only God knows, but we

would not take anything for the two boys [young
men] we now have.

What would it have been like watching this
mother nurturing, guiding and loving all four.
She is the one who starts them as a baby learning
the ideas and building the character that will
shape their lives for the future.

We can not know now but one day all things
will become known. Until then, we have to trust
God that all things work *together for good for
those that love the Lord". We know by His
promises that we shall meet face to face with
those loved ones who have already made their way
into His presence.

For now, 1 want all to know that 1 LOVE this
lady that has been called Mother in our home for
almost 31 years [David] now. Not only is she a
Mother, she is my BEST FRIEND.

SHE 1S CLOTHED WITH STRENGTH AND DIGNITY.
[Proverbs 31:25a]

OBEDIENT CHILDREN
Bill Griffin
06-01-1997

1 Pet 1:14: As obedient children, ...

When my boys were just babies, they became
inquisitive. At about nine months, they were
crawling or toddling around the house with their
little fingers exploring everything they could
touch. The carpet. The furniture. Scattered toys.
Electrical outlets! How interesting! Fireplace!
Oh boy!

Either Sarah or 1 would simply say “No”’. The
boys would turn away and we would take them up

into our arms and try to explain that it would
“hurt the baby”.

David and Joe learned to respond to our voice
and the word “no”. They did not understand what
electricity was. They could not see it. Neither
could they understand what “hot” meant. They did
learn to respond to “No”, and they earned our
praise and affection when they obeyed.

Isn’t this what our Heavenly Father expects
of us in our relationship? From the Garden until



now, we did not understand all of God”’s commands.
We still have difficulty understanding some of
them even in this day and age of education that
can explain anything.

Even when we do not understand, we still
respond when God says no, or tells us not to do

something. He does not always expect us to
understand why. He only asks us to obey. And then
like children who are protected by parents from
possible danger, we will find that God’s commands
are only for our own good.

SAVING LIVES
Bill Griffin

One of the things headlining our news
programs in recent years has been the protests at
various abortion clinics across our country. We
have witnessed, by the power of television,
people laying down in the path of those trying to
enter the clinics. To this cause, they have even
become violent and started riots. Some have even
killed those that oppose them. Their reasoning is
“to save the life of the unborn child”. 1 think
their actions are noble, to try to save a life
that God alone has created. Not by rioting or
murder, but by making their feelings known.

But! When was the last time you saw someone
lay down in the path of a sinner on the way to
hell. This too, is a life that has to be saved
but we place such a small priority on telling the
living how they, too, can be saved.

We need to remember that every life, born and
unborn, belongs to God and each needs just as
much attention to saving. Give thought to the
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cross and cause of Christ. He came to SAVE
sinners, of which we are all included.

Today, the Cross and the broken body of
Christ lies at the gates of hell and man must
step over His redemptive work to get through. Why
are we not as charged to tell the living as we
are those not born yet? Have we lost sight of
that redemptive work in our own lives. We need to
wake up and return to the cause of the Gospel and
turn people away from the gates of hell before
they have to step across the Savior.

Rom 10:14-15... [14] How, then,
can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they
have not heard? And how can they
hear without someone preaching to
them? [15] And how can they preach
unless they are sent? As it is
written, "How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good
news!"

TORTURED FOREVER
Bill Griffin

Most of us have seen movies involving torture
tactics of some kind. From hoodlums to soldiers;
all think torture is the best method to extract
some type of information from someone.

There is mental torture and physical torture.
There are people who know how to manipulate both
kinds well.

During the Viet Nam war, there were some
extreme instances by both sides. We were not just
the good guy over there. Some of the things used
by both sides included:

e A pistol with one bullet placed against a
head and the trigger pulled. Either death
or mental anguish followed. A day or two
later, the same trick again. The purpose
was to break a prisoner down to the point
he would talk or sign papers denouncing
his countries actions.

e Hanging suspended by the thumbs, or maybe
the thumbs and the toes hooked over a
coffee can or small rim bucket. The
physical torture took its toll on the
body. Soon the bucket would be turned
over and the thumbs jerked out of joint
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but still suspended.

. No sleep. Being hounded and the eyelids
taped back. Water thrown on the body to
keep it awake.

. Beatings. Burnings. Knifings. Skinning
alive. Rats. Snakes. The list could go on
and on and even more made up as the
imagination became vivid if no one was
going to be accountable or responsible.

Life had no meaning; only information or
making an example of someone.

As bad as the above seem iIn our society
today, look at what God says is in store for
those who will be separated from Him in eternity:

Rev 14:11... And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no
rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his
name.

All the torture and torment we can think of
here is going to be mild in comparison. Are you
in this group? 1 hope not.

A GENTLE TOUCH
Bill Griffin

Have you ever noticed how a cat is not happy
unless they are touching you in some way? Most of
them will rub up against your leg or curl up in
the lap, rubbing their head against whatever part
of you they can touch. The contact is their way
of saying, "I like you." Notice I said "most-".
The old cat at our house falls into the category
of "scaredie cat®, she is so skiddish. But even
she will start her purring engine when we begin

to rub her head or scratch her back. Touch. It
doesn®t take much.

People need the security of a touch, too. If
I visit a sick friend in the hospital, they may
be glad to have company; but if 1 hold their
hand, the bond of friendship is much stronger.
Some of my strength may flow through the touch
and help them to feel better. 1 can stand up
straight and tell my sons that 1 love them, but



if | reach out and put my arms around them, they
know I mean it. Sometimes a simple touch can
heal hurt feelings or straighten out a
misunderstanding without a word.

Jesus went from town to town touching people
-- healing them, encouraging them, loving them.

Matt 8:3 . . . And Jesus put forth his hand,
and touched him, saying, 1 will; be thou clean.
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

One woman found new life by merely touching
the hem of His garment. His arms are ever

outstretched to you and me. Take His hand today,
and that of someone near you, and let His love
flow through. Draw near enough that your love can
be felt in your touch. The songwriter, Thomas
Dorsey, states it well:
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.

A TIME TO BE BORN
Bill Griffin

Solomon names no less than fourteen contrasts in
life in the third chapter of Ecclesiastes. All of
them are familiar scenes ... almost like a cross
section of life. Of course, not everything could
be included in these contrasts, but it"s
remarkable how extensive these opposites are.
Here is one of them.

[2] a time to be born and a time to die, a
time to plant and a time to uproot,

You can not hurry either one. You have no
control over them. 1 tried to hurry the birth of
my First child along but it was not my timing
that made him appear. They are given by God; you
are the recipient of birth and you are the
recipient of death -- in God"s own timing.

Depressed people have a tendency to ask: Why
was | born? Why can®t 1 die. It seems as though
when life boils itself down to the basics, we go
back to birth and death. Life carries with it a
lot of those symbols, doesn®"t it? Even Job in
all his wisdom asked these same questions.

Most of us are not farmers but we"re still
smart enough to know that there is a time to
plant and there is a time to harvest or uproot.
You don"t mess around with Mother Nature. You
cooperate with the seasons. It"s the only way to
get a crop. You don"t plant when its time to
harvest. You don"t harvest at the wrong time
either. You don"t even prune a tree whenever you
feel like it. Whether it"s a little fruit tree in
your yard or a vast, commercial orchard, you must
prune at precisely the right time. Timing is
everything when it comes to the field.

By the way, it"s also true on a personal
level. There are times when you feel you should
move on, and you try to uproot yourself; but you
can"t because things don*t fall into place. And
there are other times when you are convinced that
you"ll be there forever and, lo and behold, two
months later you are hundreds of miles away. God
has a way of uprooting us and planting us, and He
does it in His time.

A TIME TO LAUGH
Bill Griffin

Eccl 3:4.._.A time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

C. S. Lewis probably put it best when he
said, "Pain is God"s megaphone. He whispers to us
in our pleasure [when we laugh], but He shouts to
us in our pain [when we weep].

Grady Nutt, the Hee Haw star, said, "Laughter
is the hand of God on a troubled world."

Are you weeping? Have you been weeping long?
Do you long to laugh because it is much more
enjoyable? Though 1 do not believe laughter
teaches us as much as tears, 1 love to laugh. 1
love to make others laugh.

I heard about a pastor who left the
pastorate after twenty years. He decided
to become a funeral director. Somebody
asked, "Why?"

He replied: "Well, 1 spent about
twelve years trying to straighten

out John. He never did get
straightened out. 1 spent fourteen
months trying to straighten out

the marriage of the Smith"s, and

it never did get straightened out.

I spent three years trying to
straighten out Susan, and she

never did get straightened out.

Now when I straighten them out,

they stay straight.”

There are times to smile, a time to laugh --
how we need those times! 1 am not so concerned

that my family remember me as a profound person,
but rather as a husband and father who was fun to
live with. I really do not care if they"re able
to repeat rules and regulations that came from my
lips, but I hope they never forget the sound of
my laughter. 1 hope it is absorbed into the walls
of my home and my office at work. I hope that
contribution from me is permanent.

We must remember though, each of us finds
humor in different ways. What may seem humorous
to one may not to another. Humor is like music or
worship. We all have our own favorites and we
tend to look askew at anyone who does not see as
we do.

What difference does it make!? If any type of
music or humor reaches people for Jesus Christ,
is God"s Word not accomplishing it"s appointed
task? If 1 do not agree, I do not have to
participate. If it is presented when 1 am
present, | try to be objective and let the Holy
Spirit have His way, not mine.

If God had made all of us the same, it would
have been a laughing mess. | would hate to put up
with a world full of me"s.

Does God have a sense of humor? 1 think so.
We do, and we are made in His image. We have no
attributes that God did not give us, so lift up
your heart and laugh a little. It does not cost a
penny more to smile than it does to frown.
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A TORN UP WORLD
Bill Griffin

One day at a chapel service, a pastor
gave the following illustration. A small
boy was attempting to reassemble a torn-
up picture of the world. When asked how
he had put the world back together again,
he replied, "There was a picture of Jesus
on the other side. | knew that when 1 had
gotten everything right with Jesus on the
other side, 1°d have everything right
with the world."

What a statement!

When our lives are falling apart or seem to

be torn apart, we need to get back to Jesus.
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Getting our relationship with Him right should be
our first priority. Jesus meets a multitude of
needs, whether repairing our lives or changing us
to suite Him.

There are no quick and easy solutions to our
problems in life, but 1 know that hope and new
direction can be found in giving God complete
control .

John 14:27 says...."Peace | leave with you,
my peace | give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

BE READY

Bill Griffin

We don"t like to talk about hell, do we? In
intellectual circles the topic of hell is
regarded as primitive and foolish. It"s not
logical. "A loving God wouldn®"t send people to
hell." So we dismiss hell as a myth.

But to dismiss hell is to dismiss a core of
the teachings of Christ. The doctrine of hell was
not taught by others, but by our Lord Himself. He
spoke more about hell than He did heaven in His
short life span. We also dismiss much more. It is
to dismiss the presence of a loving God and the
privilege of a free choice.

We are free to love God. It is MY choice. He
invites us to love Him. He urges us to love Him.
He came that we might love Him. But, in the end,
the choice is yours and mine. To take that choice
from each of us, for Him to force us to love Him,
would be less than love.

God explains the benefits, outlines the
promises, and explains very clearly the
consequences. And then, He leaves the choice to
us.

Hell was not prepared for people. Hell "was
prepared for the devil and his angels."™ For a
person to go to hell, then, is for a person to go
against God"s intended destiny. "God has not
destined us to the terrors of judgment, but to
the full attainment of salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ."...... 1 Thessalonians 5:9.

Hell is man®s choice, not God"s choice.
Consider, then, this explanation of hell:
Hell is the chosen place of the person who loves
self more than God, who loves sin more than His

Savior, who loves this world more than God"s
world. Judgment is that moment when God looks at
the rebellious and says, "Your choice will be
honored."

To reject the idea of hell leaves gaping
holes in any banner of a just God. To say there
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is no hell is to say God condones the rebellious,
unrepentant heart. It portrays God with eyes
blind to the hunger and evil in the world. It
says God doesn"t care that people are beaten and
massacred, that He doesn"t care that women are
raped or families wrecked. To say there is no
hell is to say God has no justice, no sense of
right and wrong, and eventually to say God has no
love. For true love hates what is evil.

Many choices we make can be the wrong choice
and we will still survive. The choice of eternity
comes but once and then judgment is coming. The
choice must be made correctly, and then we must
be ready.

While on one of his expeditions to the
Antarctic, Sir Ernest Shackleton left
some of his men on Elephant Island with
the intent of returning for them and
carrying them back to England. But he was
delayed. By the time he could go back for
them the sea had frozen and he had no
access to the island. Three times he
tried to reach them, but was prevented by
the ice. Finally, on his fourth try, he
broke through and found a narrow channel.

Much to his surprise, he found the
crewmen waiting for him, supplies packed
and ready to board. They were soon on
their way back to England. He asked them
how they knew to be ready for him. They
told him they didn®"t know when he would
return, but they were sure he would. So
every morning, the leader rolled up his
bag and packed his gear and told the crew
to do the same saying, 'Get your things
ready, boys. The boss may come today.''

The crew leader did his crew a favor by
keeping them prepared. Jesus has done us a
service by urging us to do the same: Be ready.

BETTER THAN SACRIFICE
Bill Griffin

As a rule, we do not sacrifice farm animals on
church altars in America even though there is a
rise in the church of Satan and sacrifice is a
part of their ritual. Most of us have never seen
such a sacrifice, but this form of worship is
still followed in many areas of the world today
and will return to the Jews in Jerusalem in the
final seven years of history as we know it.
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I heard a story the other day of one
sacrifice 1 would like to share with you. True,
even as gruesome as we think it to be.

A gentleman visited a house that had a
dripping blood sacrifice under the eaves of the
roof near the front door. A dog had been killed
that morning and the blood had been mixed with
other substances and put into a gourd. The gourd
was hung by the door and the bloody material
dripped slowly to the ground. The family that



lived in the house believed that their god would performed this sacrifice. How much greater

bless the house as long as the blood dripped from worship it is to seek to know God”s will and
the gourd, hopefully all day. allow Him to use us for His purpose. How much
That is the problem with sacrifice. Rather more worshipful to seek to avoid temptation and
than a gift to God it becomes a means by which to obey God”s laws.
someone tries to manipulate God. The worshiper Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
believes that God must bless him because he has hearken than the fat of rams.1 Samuel 15:22
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BLESSED TRINITY
Bill Griffin
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There are a lot of things that | know, but that 1 This simplicity of nature gives me faith to
don®"t understand. One of them is the Trinity. How believe in the mysterious complexity of the
can God be three separate beings and yet remain a Trinity -- something 1 know, but don"t
single entity? It staggers my mind! In fact, it understand.
still does -- trying to comprehend how the Thank God, He never said we had to understand
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit -- completely His ways -- which are too much for our human
different -- can be God, Omnipotent, Omnipresent comprehension. All He asked us to do is to
and Omniscient. faithfully believe His Word and leave the rest up
I heard a story about the Irish Saint Patrick to Him.

which helps to understand. It seems his students HOLY, HOLY, HOLY,
expressed the same concern. In explanation he MERCIFUL AND MIGHTY!
plucked a shamrock and said, "The Trinity is like GOD IN THREE PERSONS,
this shamrock.”™ He pointed to its three leaves, BLESSED TRINITY.
each one distinct and separate yet all growing
from a single stem.
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BLESSING GOD
Bill Griffin
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How can we, the created, bless God? Can the bread And were continually in the
be hungry? Can the fountain thirst? Can the way temple, praising and blessing God.
grow tired? Can the God who blesses us so God is the source of all of our blessings day
graciously every day be in need of our blessings? by day. I am sure we all know how to praise Him
Think about it. Jesus claimed to be the Bread for His graciousness, but how do we bless God? If
of Life, yet He hungered. He claimed to be the we really want to be a blessing to God we must
Living Water, yet He thirsted. He claimed to be behave in a Christlike manner. We must love the
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, yet He grew unlovely, we must give of our means to help those
weary . who are in need. We must witness to those around
On the day Christ ascended into Heaven, His us about the goodness and graciousness of His
last act was to raise His arms and bless those Son, Jesus Christ, who is our Savior. We need to
who were there. This act had a continuing affect join the Psalmist in saying:
on them. Look at how Luke describes it in Bless the Lord, O my soul:
24:53. ... and all that is within me, bless his holy name
(Psalm 103:1)
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BLISTERS
Bill Griffin
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To: Martha Owens of worry when a child®"s fever will not go down.
Martha, when 1 was in the Army, we were Heartaches when our children stray from the
constantly marching to and from somewhere. When standards we set for them. Sickness, some that
we were on maneuvers in the woods somewhere, we heals quickly, some that lingers. Each of these
walked. The outfit I was with was one that would is a hindrance and a pain to our daily walk.
be on one side of a mountain and have an Thank goodness, each test is like the
objective twenty miles away on the other side. We blisters. They will heal somehow. As we look at
walked. Most of the time, our feet fared okay, the blisters of life, we need to apply the salve
but occasionally, if the weather was wet, we that heals the soul.
would develop blisters. Oh, how they hurt. It was Mal 4:2..... But unto you that fear my
a wonderful relief when we would get to our camp name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with
and rip off our boots. Careful removal of the healing in his wings;
socks and then apply a salve to help the healing There is and forever shall be a "balm in
process. Gilead" for God"s people.
Our lives are somewhat like those marches. We God Bless.
can not walk through time without developing a Note 02/20/96
few blisters. Worry for family and jobs. Nights Martha went home to be with the Lord.
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CALL HOME
Bill Griffin
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When my boys were little, one of the movies do except pack them in the car and head to the
released was "E T'". After all the previews and theater. They just had to see ET. (Along with a

advertising, it was finally here. Nothing would hundred others as they came.)



One of the most touching scenes in the movie
was when ET became homesick and wanted to "call
home." This little extra terrestrial had become
separated from his family and now wanted to reach
them; to hear their voice. To make a long story
short, he finally managed to make his call home.

As the boys grew and began to drive, | tried
to convey to them that if they were in trouble,
“call home." No matter how late, day or night, 1|
tried to get them to realize 1 was there for
them. I would be there to help.
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Some time ago,

stated:
""GOD 1S YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER. CALL HOME.'

No matter how late. No matter the
circumstance. Our children flee the nest. Life
moves on -- as it should be. Isn"t it comforting
to know though, that no matter what point we
arrive in life, our Heavenly Father is already
there.

I saw a sign somewhere that

CLEAVING LOVE
Bill Griffin

God protects those who cleave to Him in love. He
promises deliverance, protection, the divine
presence, honor, and the hope of long life to all
who cleave in love and know His name.

God is offering no immunity from hardship,
danger, or even death. He is giving assurance of
His presence even through those times so that
such experiences hold no defeat for the believer
who clings to Him in love.

A Christian lady was sharing with a friend
about her sister’s struggle with cancer. The
battle was in its final stages. “Recently”, she
said, “my sister told her husband that she was
ready to go”. My friend continued, “That
declaration from her has given our mother peace
and is making the experience bearable for me”.

1996
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DADDY

Was the declaration of readiness the
surrender of a defeated person? No, it was the
expression of confidence of one who was cleaving
to the Lord in love. The years she had known the
Savior had given her freedom from fear of dying.
She was not afraid. She was going home. Heaven
had begun when she gave her life to Jesus. Death
could only make it better.

Because he hath set his love upon me,
therefore will I deliver him; I will set him on
high, because he hath known my name. Psalm 91:14

Could you say as this lady did, “l am ready
to go”? God does not promise us another moment of
time and life. It is His to claim at any time,
therefore, we must be ready at all times.

Bill Griffin

When 1 was a child, one of the first words |
probably learned to say was ''Daddy." It was the
term used to indicate my close loving
relationship with my father at that time. No
matter what happened later, somehow, there was a
bond formed that would stand the test of hardship
and time. This relationship grew very special
before my father died in 1985.

When I had children of my own, it thrilled me
when one of them would climb onto my lap and say,
"1 love you Daddy." It is that type relationship
which bonds us together.

"ABBA" is one of the few Aramaic words known
to have been actually spoken by Jesus Christ.
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That Jesus addressed God directly at all must
have been shocking to His Jewish contemporaries,
who held the name of the Lord so sacred and
awesome as to be unspeakable. To use the word
ABBA, a Jesus did, was unthinkable!

Abba is the familiar term used by Jewish sons
and daughters in addressing thei