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INTRODUCTION

| started years ago to jot down some of my childhood memories of the farm and mountains of Ellijay, Georgia
so my children could have a continuing history of life before television, palm pilots, pagers, and cell phones. When
I was growing up in Ellijay, we barely had electricity, much less all the other amenities. | was 10 years old before
we ever got our first television and it was a hand-me-down, used, [black and white no less]. A phone was a luxury
enjoyed by those with money living in town. Running water — yes, about 50 yards down the bank in the creek.
Inside plumbing — forget it. Our imaginations were our entertainment when we could get out from behind a mule
working in the fields or the woods. | knew that if | did not get out of Ellijay and from behind that mule, my view of
the world was never going to change.

I did get out — the night I graduated from High School, | walked up one side of the stage and received my
diploma and walked down the other side, picked up my sack of clothes, and left town under the cover of darkness. |
never wanted to live in Ellijay again. My, my, how things change as we get older. Not that | want to live in Ellijay
but I realize just how meaningful the old expression is: “You can take the boy out of the mountains, but you can’t
take the mountains out of the boy.” | would love to move back into the mountains and just get laid back in an old
cane-back rocker with good books and let the thoughts keep coming. Ahhhhh! but I guess it ain’t to be.

I guess the hard work and the raising must have paid off somehow. If | had gotten what | deserved over the
years, God would have sent a bolt of lightning to zap me. | am glad HE can see the end of all things before they
happen as easy as He can see the beginning.

Anyway - Many of these thoughts are written around such stories but it seems God would not let me off
without applying a spiritual application. If I had the thought, HE had the verse and if I had the verse, HE soon gave
me the thought. | have not intentionally plagiarized others material but I can not help remembering stories heard
and read that gave thought to my own mind. | have tried to give credit to any | can remember but too many are
things remembered over years of time without remembrance of origin.

I have shared most of these individually with a network of friends over the years through copies or that
marvelous invention, e-mail. Many have urged me to sort these and put them in a book for publication. I thought it
was finally time | responded to their urging and put some of them together in a daily devotional booklet. Guess
what--- | did not have quite as many as | thought, some were studies and too large to include in daily thoughts. |
have added a few of my favorites collected over the years to finish the year.

If you have all of these, then you can just discard this booklet; if not, then | hope you enjoy it as much as | have
enjoyed writing them over the years.

The thoughts are in no particular order as far as trying to match stories to dates on the calendar or events. God
has a way of using them even when they are not around a special occasion. The index listed is in alphabetical order,
not in the order of appearance.

May God bless you and may He speak to you somehow through these simple thoughts from a country boy HE
chose to bless many years ago.

Bill Griffin
June 22, 2004
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CONTRITE HEART

GENTLE TOUCH

MOTHER”S LOVE

NAME FOR HIMSELF
PROMISE FOR THE FUTURE
PUMPKIN

TIME TO BE BORN

TIME TO LAUGH

TORN UP WORLD
ACCESSORIES
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AN INVITATION

ANGER OR HATRED?

ARE DISASTERS GOD”S JUDGMENT?
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AWESOME POWER

BE READY
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BLESSED TRINITY

BLESSING GOD
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BOUND BY SIN

BRETHREN

BROTHERS

BY HIS OWN BLOOD

CALL HOME

CALLED FOR A REASON
CALLED TO DELIVER

CAN YOU SPARE A MOMENT?
CASH ONLY

CENSORSHIP

CHANGING OF THE GUARD
CHILDLIKE EXPECTANCY
CHILDREN OF FREEDOM
CHIPPERS AND WINEPRESSES
CHOICES

CHOOSING TO BREAK THE LAW
CHRIST”S AMBASSADORS
CHRISTMAS THOUGHT FROM TERI
SIMMONS

CLEAN UP AFTER THE STORM
CLEAVING LOVE

COME HOME

COMPARING RESUMES
COMPARISONS
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COVERED BY CHRIST
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CRISIS PRAYERS
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DARE

DIAMONDS

DIFFERENCES

DIVERTED
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DIVINE POWER

DO YOU SEE CHRIST IN
CHRISTMAS?

DOES GOD CARE

DON*T ABUSE YOUR FREEDOM
DRUNK AND DRIVING
DWELLING IN SAFETY
EARTHEN VESSELS
ENCODED FOOLISHNESS
ENCOURAGED FAITH GROWS
ENJOY AND BE CONTENT
ETERNITY IN MANS HEART
EVERYONE”S LIGHT
EXCUSES - AND HOW TO DEAL WITH
THEM

EXILED KING

EYES BIGGER THAN MY STOMACH
FACE TO FACE

FAITH AND COMMITMENT
FALSE SPIRITS

FARMING

FASHIONABLE

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM
FATHER”S DAY

FEED MY SHEEP

FIGHTING EACH OTHER
FINISHING TOUCHES

FIRE IN THE TONGUE
F1SHERMEN

FISHING IN ALASKA
FLUCTUATING PRICES
FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
FOR WHOM WILL YOU SACRIFICE?
FOREIGN SOIL

FORTRESS

FREEDOM

FRIENDS

FROM ONE SEED

GATHERED TOGETHER
GETTING CLEANED UP
GIVE THANKS

GIVING BLOOD

GLADNESS IN GOD”S HOUSE
GOD ACCEPTS ME, NOT MY GIFT
GOD DESIRES OUR PRAISE
GOD HAS ADOPTED US

GOD HASN”T CHANGED

GOD IS GREAT

GOD SPOKE

GOD, SPEAK TO ME

GOD”S ARTWORK

GOD”S CREATION

GOD”S CREATIVITY

GOD”S FAVORITE WORD
GOD”S GOODNESS

GOD”S SAFETY ZONE
GOD”S VALUE SYSTEM
GOOD FRIDAY?

GREAT IN COUNSEL
GROWING FRUIT

GUARD DUTY

HALLOWEEN

HEADED FOR DISASTER
HELP KEYS

HELPING THE NEEDY
HIDDEN VALUE

HIDING BEHIND WALLS
HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW
HIS PRESENCE

HOLDING ON

HOLGATE GLACIER

HOLY SPIRIT FOREVER
HOMOSEXUALITY
HOSPITALITY

I WAS THERE -- IN THE
STAIRWELL

ICY ROADS

IDENTITY CRISIS

IN THE SAME BOAT

IN THE SILENCE

INCREASED KNOWLEDGE
INDEPENDENCE DAY
INDESCRIBABLE GIFT

INSIDE TROUBLES
INSTRUCTIONS

INVESTING

IRONING WRINKLES

IS THERE CONFUSION IN YOUR
LIFE?

IT 1S FINISHED

IT”S ALL ABOUT PERSPECTIVE
IT>S STILL OUR GOVERNMENT
JAILED

JERUSALEM IN CONFLICT
JESUS IS MY LAWYER
JUDGEMENT DAY

KEEPING APPOINTMENTS
KEEPSAKES

LAMP TO MY FEET

LANGUAGES

LEAVE YOUR BAGS AT THE DOOR
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

LIFE AFTER DEATH?

LIFE AT THE TOP

LIFE”S DEEPER MEANING
LIFE”S DRIVING COURSE
LIKE A GAME OF CHECKERS
LONEL INESS

LOOKING FOR SANTA

LOOKING FOR SIGNS

LOSING WEIGHT

LOVE FOR THE LEAST

LOVE GOD COMPLETELY

LOVE GOD WHOLEHEARTEDLY
LOVE OF THE WORLD

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

MADE TO SOAR

MAGNIFY THE LORD

MAKING HIS DEEDS KNOWN
MARRED VESSELS

MAX LUCADO PRAYER 9-15-2001
MEASURED DAYS

MEDALS AND REWARDS
MEMORIES

MERCY FOR SIN

MIRROR IMAGES

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE

MOMENT OF EXPECTANCY
MONEY CAN”T BUY YOUR FUTURE
MONSTERS

MORE TO SAY

MOTHER”S DAY - 2000
MOTHER”S TRIBUTE

MOUNTAIN ROADS AND HEAVY LOADS
MOVING THE LIGHTHOUSE
MUSHROOM GRAVY

MY FUTURE

MY REDEEMER LIVES

MY VALENTINE

MYSTERIES

NEW HOME

NEW YEAR”S RESOLUTIONS
NON LIKE THEE

NON WORRY DAYS

NOT AS IT SEEMS

OBEDIENT CHILDREN
OBITUARY FOR COMMON SENSE



ON THE ANVIL

ON THE MOUNTAIN

ONE SOLITARY LIFE

ONLY ONE DISH NEEDED
ONLY THE REDEEMED

OUR GREATEST NEED TODAY
OUR HOME

OUR PERCEPTION OF GOD
PAIN A GIFT?

PASSOVER LAMB
PERSEVERING

PLACING BLAME

PLANTING TIME

POWER OF ATTORNEY
PREJUDICE

PREPARE TO MEET AN ANGRY GOD
PREPARING TO GO TO CHURCH
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT
PRESSURE

PRONE TO MAKE MISTAKES
PROTECTING FROM DANGER
PUPPY LOVE

RECONCILED

REDEEMED

REFUGE IN TIME OF TROUBLE
REJECTED

RELIGION

RENEWED STRENGTH
RESTORED

REVENGE

RISKING

RISK-TAKERS

ROADMAPS

ROADS THAT GO NOWHERE
ROBE OF FLESH

ROBOTS

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
ROLL CALL

ROOM TO GROW

ROOTS

RUNNING WITH THE IN CROWD
SALT AND LIGHT

SAND CASTLES

SAVING LIVES

SCARS AND ALL

SEED SOWERS

SEPARATED

SHINING BRIGHTER IN THE DARK
SHOP RAGS

SHOPPING FOR GOD

SIGNS IN THE HEAVENS
SINKING SHIPS

SIZE

SLAVES OF CHRIST
SMALL CRACKS

SOWING

SPECIAL PLACES
SPIRITUAL REFILLS
SPRING CLEANING
STAND FIRM

STAND TALL AGAIN
STAND-BY STATUS

STAY IN HIS PRESENCE
STEADFAST LOVE
STENCH

STEPPING IN THE LIGHT
STORMS OF THE HEART
STUBBING TOES
SUBSTITUTE WHIPPING
SUFFERING

TAKING ON A NEW BOSS
TEENS

TELEVISION
TEMPTATIONS
TEMPTATIONS AND CHOICES
THANKSGIVING

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
THE AUCTION

THE BEACHCOMBER

THE BEST LAID PLANS
THE BILGE PUMP

THE BRIDE

THE CREATOR

THE DOOR

THE DOOR PUZZLE

THE ELECTRONIC AGE
THE FOG

THE FOOTBRIDGE

THE GIFT

THE GRAVE

THE HEAD OF THE BODY
THE HOMELESS

THE LORD - MY ROCK
THE MERCY BOW

THE PRICE

THE RESCUE

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
THE SICKNESS IS INSIDE
THE STUD

THE TABLE

THE TOTAL GIFT

THE TUNNEL

THROUGH THE CROSS
THUMPING MELONS

TIMING

TORTURED FOREVER

TOUGH MEDICINES

TRAINING

TRAPPED

TRASH CONTAINERS

TRAVEL IN ALASKA

TREASURES

TRUE RELIGION

TRUTH - ABSOLUTE

TRUTH FROM THE HEART

TUFF ROADS

UNDER GOD”S WINGS
UNSINKABLE TITANIC

USING YOUR GIFT

WAGES AND BENEFITS

WARFARE

WARNINGS

WATER SHORTAGE

WE ARE ALL TERMINAL

WE ARE NOT HERE TO GET ALONG
WE HAVEN”T SEEN ANYTHING YET
WHAT ARE YOU FEELING TODAY?
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO MAKE A

FOOL?
WHAT FRUIT ARE YOU BEARING?
WHAT IF? -- IF ONLY

WHEN JESUS WALKS BY

WHEN THE TASK 1S FINISHED
WHERE IS YOUR TRUST

WHERE WAS GOD

WHERE WERE YOU

WHO IS MY REAL BOSS?

WHO PUT IT IN MOTION

WHO WILL BE JESUS?

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SATAN TO
LIVE

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SATAN TO
LIVE?

WHY PRAY

WHY SHOULD GOD BLESS AMERICA?
WILL WE KNOW THEM?

WILLING TO RISK IT ALL

WITH A SHARP SICKLE

WITHOUT BEING ASKED
WONDERFULLY MADE

WORK ASSIGNMENTS

WORSHIP ONLY GOD

YOUR LAWS IGNORE OUR DEEPEST
NEEDS



